
“Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the 

world” (Mt 28:19a, 20b). As Jesus ascends into heaven, he calls the apostles together and 

entrusts the church to them. They are given a holy mission to build on the foundation that Jesus 

has set out for them … not as man sees fit to build, but as God sees fit. In man’s 

shortsightedness, in his pride, he is often deceived to think that he knows better than God. The 

Pharisees and scribes often argued with Jesus because they thought they had it right and Jesus 

had it wrong.  Some were so convinced of their own self-righteousness, that they plotted to arrest 

Jesus and condemn him to death.  

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone” (Ps 118:2). Each person 

should take care not to reject Jesus, not to embrace pride, not to believe they know better than the 

law of love and sacrifice that Jesus has shown us. “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me” (Jn 14:6). 

Jesus is: “‘A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall.’ 

They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. But you are ‘a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce the praises’ of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were ‘no people’ but now you are 

God’s people; you ‘had not received mercy’ but now you have received mercy” (1 Pt 2:8-10).  

“Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the 

world.” One way that Jesus is with us is through Sacred Scripture. The Gospel of Luke tells not 

only the story of Jesus but also how God’s dealings with humanity found in the Old Testament, 

are fulfilled in Jesus. The salvation once promised to Israel is now offered to all nations and to 

the ends of the earth.  

Luke’s Gospel sets out an orderly account of the life of Jesus addressed to Theophilus. 

The Acts of the Apostles, also addressed to Theophilus, is the second book telling the story of 

the early church. It is your mission to tell all the nations the Good News about Jesus. As the story 

continues with each new generation, God calls you to share the Good News and write the next 

chapter in the story with your very lives. 

 As man and woman enter into marriage, they are asked an important question: “Are you 

prepared to accept children lovingly from God and to bring them up according to the law of 

Christ and his church?” Life is a precious gift from God, and our ‘yes’ to God comes with great 

promise and an ever-increasing responsibility. 

 As children bless a marriage, husband and wife bring that gift from God, that precious 

life before the church and make promises anew. “In asking for baptism for your child, you are 

undertaking the responsibility of raising your child in the faith, so that, keeping God’s 

commandments, he may love the Lord and his neighbor as Christ has taught us. Do you 

understand this responsibility?” That awesome responsibility is not limited to the young years of 

a child. It lasts for a lifetime. 

When I entered the seminary, my father wrote a letter to me promising to keep me 

updated on the little corner of the world the Lord had assigned to him. He pledged to write me a 

letter a month. By the time I graduated 60 months later, he had written over 120 letters. My 

father wanted to leave no stone unturned in his efforts to pass on wisdom, knowledge, truth, 

justice and humility. And as he closed that first letter, my father encouraged me as I started a 

new chapter in the book of life, “Our love and prayers are sealed in all letters and much in our 

hearts daily as you go about your task in answering God’s call to love, honor, and serve.” 

“Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the 

world” (Mt 28:19a, 20b). The awesome responsibility of a Christian is not limited to family 



alone. We are to extend God’s love to our neighbors and even to our enemies. We are sent forth 

from the church to bring the good news to the world. Our Christian values are not a private 

matter. they are a way of life. they call us to holiness and as such you are called to corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy... to feed the hungry and to clothe the naked ... to admonish the sinner 

and clothe them with the truth.  

“Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the 

world.” As of June 1st Fr Piotr and I have been reassigned to the pastoral care of the flocks of 

both Sacred Heart and Saint Mark’s. In prayer and with the help of the Holy Spirit, Bishop Chad 

has chosen Fr Jingbe to take on greater responsibility in his new pastoral role as your shepherd. 

 Like the author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, the bishop sets out in 

letter form, a connection to the past, an explanation of the present, and a blueprint for the future 

of Fr Jingbe’s pastoral ministry. And our bishop blesses your new priest, Fr Jingbe, with the 

same responsibilities of a newly married couple to be open to the life of the church, to welcome 

families and children and to instruct them in the faith. Let me read from the bishop’s letter of 

appointment: 

In receiving the people of St Raphael Parish into your pastoral care, I have every 

confidence that you will show a particular concern for families, for those who have fallen away 

from the practice of the faith, for young people, for the sick, and for those who are searching for 

the truth.  

By reverently celebrating the Church’s Liturgy, you will lead your people to a deeper 

love for Christ who is truly present in the Eucharist. Through your preaching and teaching you 

will bring them to a clearer understanding of the riches of our faith and the treasure that is the 

Gospel. I encourage you to foster, by prayer and example, vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life. 

In your pastoral governance, please strive to exemplify priestly solicitude, wisdom and 

charity. I would ask that you schedule regular meetings with more experienced priests so that 

they can offer advice and assistance to you as you begin your assignment.  

Thank you for your pastoral “yes” and may Mary mother of priests intercede for you and 

for the people of St Raphael Parish. May she obtain for you the grace to lead your people to 

holiness, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and indeed to eternal life. 

“Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the 

world.” 


